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Home Living Wills & Medical Powers of Attorney

Will Other States Accept My Living Will & Health Care Power
of Attorney?

In most cases, your health care documents will be honored in other states.

By Shae Irving, J.D.
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If you regularly spend time in more than one state, it's smart to consider whether a living will, advance directive, or health care power of attorney
made in your home state will be valid in the second state, too. Usually, it will be. Most states accept health care directives from other states as long
as the documents are tegally valid in the state where they were made -- but this is not always the case.

When Your Health Care Documents May Not Be Accepted

Some states limit the extent to which they will honor health care directives from other states, accepting the documents only so far as they comply
with their own laws. And a few states are silent about whether or not they will honor documents from ather states, creating a legal gray area.

Do You Have to Worry About It?

If you split your time between states that don't have perfect reciprocity, there's prabably no great cause for alarm. You have a constitutional right to
direct your health care, and individual states may not infringe upon that basic right. That means your essential health care wishes -- such as whether
or hot you want to receive life-sustaining treatment when close to death -- should be honored from state to state, whether or not your documents
precisely comply with state law. There may be a few specifics -- for example, some of your health care agent's powers to make decisions for you --
that a state could refuse to honor.

However, even though the law of the land requires health care providers in any state to honor your clear directions for treatment -- or transfer you to
a provider who will -- you may want to take steps to ensure your documents will work with ease in different states. A bit of planning could minimize
later confusion or delay in carrying out your wishes.

Making Health Care Documents for Two States: Why You Shouldn't

Rarely would you want to make a set of health care documents for more than one state. If your health care instructions for each state weren't
absolutely identical, signing one document could simply revoke the other -- whichever document was signed later would control. To make it even
trickier, differences in state forms can make it almost impossible to prepare two sets of documents with identical directions.

How to Ensure Your Health Care Wishes Will Be Honored

If it doesn't make sense to make documents for the different states where you spend time, what should you do? First, do what you can to find out
whether your home state's health care documents fully protect you in the second state. You may be able get the information you need simply by
speaking to a patient representative at a hospital in the second state -- explain your situation and ask what they recommend. Second, be sure your
home state's signature requirements -- witnessing and notarization -- cover the requirements for the second state, too. {To find the requirements, see
Living Wills & Health Care Powers of Attorney in Your State.) If they don't, ask an extra witness to sign or get your documents notarized so they are

fully compliant with the requirements of both states.




state planning

Ointine RNowd

BTART CHAT

Ready to create your will?

Start My Will Now

Planning Altorney,
Fuli Hlame

Enter Name

Company Information Products & Services Lawyer Directory
About Nolo Books & Software Grow Your Practice
Careers New Arrivals & Coupons Find a lawyer

Press Room Bestsetlers Lawyers by location
Contact Us Tips on Hiring Lawyers

Customer Service

Tech Support

Free Legal Information Sales
Articles Affiliates
Calculators Library
Legal Research Trade

Newast Articles

Copyright ©2023 MH Sub I, LLC dba Nolo & Self-help services may not be permitted in all states. The information provided an this site is not legal advice, does not canstitute a lawyer referral
service, and no attorney-client or confidential relationship is or will be formed by use of the site. The attorney listings on this site are paid attorney advertising. Ih some states, the information
on this website may be considered a lawyer referral service. Please reference the Terms of Use and the Supplemental Terms for specific information related to your state. Your use of this
website constitutes acceptance of the Terms of Use, Supplemental Terms, Privacy Policy and Cookie Policy.




